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Tribute Wall Selma Friedman

MAR 21, 1910 - JAN 16, 2016

Emily Vidal posted:

Aunt Selma wouldna??t have liked everyone standing around talking about how wonderful she was;
sorry Selma, youa??re gonna have to put up with it. What kept her most young was the fact that she
refused to live in the past; she lived in the present and never stopped learning about lifea?}.mar john,
computers, new ways to beat people at scrabble, keeping up with politics and in so many other
ways. | know she loved her husband Ala??s family, (he was Uncle Al to me,) every bit as much as she
loved her own family. And | also know that she loved all the friends that she had met both here at St.
Andrews and those she had throughout her life and that they meant a great deal to her. She used to
tell me that 8??having true friends is one of the most important things in life.4? Speaking of Uncle Al,
| think everyone who knew them when they were a couple felt that they had the most extraordinary
marriage. Relationships like the one they had are one in a million. As everyone who knew her well is
aware, she was not a religious person and | dona??t know if she believed that she would see Al again
in the afterlife; but 14??d like to think that they are finally together again in some way or form that we
mere mortals cana??t understand. If any couple could do it; they could; because they had the
strongest connection as a couple that | have ever seen. A lot of people think that our generation is:
a??generation me.a? If thata??s true, Aunt Selma had her own generation; a??generation you.a? She
always wanted to know what was happening in your life, what your interests were, who your friends
were, how do you feel about your job, your life, How are you? While some elderly people retreat into
their own worlds, Aunt Selma did just the opposite. She never dwelled on the negative, right up to the
end. | remember her telling me that one of the doctors she saw in the hospital basically told her that
this was the end for her. And she told me a??he doesna??t know me; 1a??m a fighter.4? And she sure
was. Right now, | feel very lost without her. But because of all that she&??s taught me, |1 know | can be
strong. Because she was the strongest person 1a??ve ever known. In my minda??s eye, | see my
grandmother, my father (Selmaa??s brother,) their sister Elise (my aunt Leesie), and now Selma
completing the picture as they are all brought back together again in some type of form or dimension
that none of us can understand. My father was a scientist who, like Aunt Selma, referred to himself
as a??not religious.a? | remember before my father died, he found me crying just after | had learned
that he was very ill. | told him | couldna??t stand the thought of never seeing him again in a better
place. And he looked at me for a long while and finally said: 82dona??t you think that if there really is
such a place, your old man will be able to find a way in?a? Aunt Selma may not have liked for me to
talk about this now, because | dona??t think she really believed in the afterlife. But what | think she
would have done is laughed in that cute, still somehow girlish giggle of hers and said a??if it makes
you feel good, then you go right ahead and say it. You say what feels right to you and makes you feel
good.a? Again, with Aunt Selma, always about you and not her.Well we all love you Aunt Selma;
youa??ll never know how much wea??ll miss you. And we all feel your presence, and know you are at
peace.
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Selma by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit



